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WeBrakefortheArmory
FromSept.18to23,288panelsof
plywoodinlayersoffluorescent
reds,pinks,orangesandyellowsover
whichblacklacquerhasbeenpaint-
ed,willcoverthecavernous,60,000-
square-footfloorofthedrillhallof
theSeventhRegimentArmory.Ten
motorcycleriderswillperformon
thefloor,followingspecificdirec-
tionsfromAaronYoung,aNew
York-basedartist.Theirsynchro-
nizedmovementswillformapattern
onthewood,revealingthefluores-
centcolorsbeneaththesurface.
Whenthebikesstopandtheexhaust
hascleared,thestreaksleftbybrak-
ingtires-uncoveringlayers
paint-willrevealagiantmulticol-

oredwork.
Thepiece,tobecalled"Greeting
Card,"shouldglow,saidTomEccles,
directoroftheCenterforCuratorial
StudiesatBardCollegeinAnnan-
dale-on-Hudson,NewYork.Mr.Ec-
clesisalsotheartisticadviserfora
nonprofitorganizationcalledthe
SeventhRegimentArmoryConser-
vancy,thearmory'snewlandlord,
whichformallyacquiredtheman-
agementofthecrenelatedred-brick
landmark,onParkAvenuebetween
66thand67thStreets,fromtheState
ofNewYorkinDecember.
RebeccaRobertson,theconser-
vancy'spresidentandchiefexecu-
tive,saidtheprojectwasconceived,
"tointroducepeopletoanewusefor
thedrillhall."Itwasalsopurposely
scheduledrightbeforethearmory's
packedcalendarofartandantique
shows.
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"Thisisfoundspace,"Ms.Robert-
sonadded."Andtherearen'tmanyof
theminNewYorkforeitherartor
performances."
Whenwordbegancirculatingthat
theconservancywaslookingfor
projects,theArtProductionFund,a
nonprofitorganizationinManhattan
dedicatedtoproducingambitious,
large-scaleartprojects,approached
Ms.RobertsonandproposedMr.
Young'sinstallation.
Mr.Ecclessaidtheprojectwas
appealingbecauseitwasachanceto
bringtheworkofayoungerartistup-
townandbecauseitdemonstrated
thatthearmoryoffersagrandscale
thatfewotherplacesinthecitydo.
"Itcanalsoshowprojectsthatare
raw,becausethespaceislikeagi-
gantic,elegantwarehouseinthe
city,"hesaid.


