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After Test Runs, an Armory Is Ready to Declare, ‘Artists, Start Your Engines’
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RORCRT STOLARIE FOR THE NIW YORX. Toeae3
Motorcyclists prepare for tonight's creation of “Greeting Card,” a giant artwork on the floor of the Seventh Regiment Armory,
|

By CAROL VOGEL

As giant billows of smoke be-
gan filling the cavernous drill hall
of the Seventh Regiment Armory
one recent evening, there was no
panic. Rather, there were shouts
of exultation, along with what
sounded like a chorus of fog-
horns.

*Look, it's going in the right di-
rection,” sakl Doreen Remen, a
founder of the Art Production
Fund, a nonprofit organization
that presents unusual public art
projects. With her co-founder,
Yvonne Force Villareal, and the
artist Aaron Young she gazed up-
ward with relief as the smoke be-
gan filtering out the open win-
dows along the rafters.

Four smoke machines had
been brought in to simulate the
conditions that could develop as
10 motorcycles ride around the
55,000-square-foot drill hall si-
multaneously. For Thursday
evening's test run the dbelching,
thunderous machines had some
competition: Wink 1100, a profes-
sional stunt rider who performed
the trick sequences in the 2003
movie “Biker Boyr"™ Wearing
Tom Ford sunglasses, baggy blue
jeans and a red-and-blue sweat-

Lay out 288 sheets of
plywood. Add paint
and motorcyclists.

shirt, he was enveloped in his
own haze of smoke as he spun the
wheels of his Honda CBR 954 on a
designated patch of painted ply-
wood,

It was the prelude to a turning
point in the Seventh Regiment
Armory's 128-year history: the
first performance art plece ever
presented there, masterminded
by Mr. Young. Tonight 10 motor-
cycle stunt riders wearing sun-
glasses will ride for seven min-
utes on 288 panels of painted ply-
wood covering the drill hall floor
as 500 invited guests, including
members of Hells Angels, watch
from the bleachers above.

With neon lights attached to
the undersides of their bikes, the
riders will follow synchronized
movements choreographed by
Mr. Young. The burnouts from
their tires will yield colorful
swirls, zigzags and snake pat-
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