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ArtinReview

AaronYoung
GreetingCard
SeventhRegimentArmory
643ParkAvenue,at66thStreet
ThroughSunday
Iftherewasanydoubtthatwe
liveinareasonablefacsimileof
theGildedAge,itdisappeared
Mondaynightduring"Greeting
Card,"AaronYoung'senormous
paint-by-motorcyclespectaclein
thevast,emptied-outdrillhallof
theSeventhRegimentArmory.
Fornearly10minutes,adozen
bikerswheeled,skiddedandfish-
tailedtheirheavymachines
acrossa72-by-128-footsurfaceof
plywood,burningrandomlines
throughalayerofblackpaintto
revealshadesoffluorescentor-
angebeneath.Namedaftera1944
JacksonPollockpainting,"Greet-
ingCard"expandedexponential-
lyonHaroldRosenberg'scharac-
terizationoftheAbstractExpres-
sionistcanvasas"anarenain
whichtoact."Itwasactionpaint-
ingwithlotsofhorsepower.
Severalhundreddenizensof
thespheresofartandfashion
wereinattendance,observing
fromraisedbalconiesandbleach-

ers.Watchinggladiatorsatthe
RomanColosseumwasnotafar-
fetchedanalogy.Theperform-
ancewasfollowedbydrinksin
theArmory'sbaronialTiffany
Roomanddinneronlongtables
withblacktablecloths,courtesy
ofTobiasMeyerofSotheby'sand
thedesignerTomFord.
Asspectacle,"GreetingCard"
wasabitthinandnotasmuch
funastheanticipation.Assault
onthesensesvianoiseand
smokeseemedtobethemain
point.Additionally,theeventwas
burdenedbyoverlyfamiliarre-
sults:theworld'slargestBrice
Mardenpainting,somespecta-
torssaid;graffiti-earthwork,said
others.Therewasalsothepopu-
loushistoryofvehicle-basedart
andpaintingsmadewithout
paintbrushestocontendwith.

Theprecedents,alloperating
underthesignofPollock,include
MichaelHeizer(amotorcyclecir-
clinginthedesert),Ulayand
Abramovic(atruckcirclingina
courtyard)andMatthewBarney
(twomotorcyclescirclingtheIsle
ofWight).RichardJackson,Re-
beccaHornandRoxyPainehave
allconstructedmachinestomake
paintings.YvesKleinfamously
usedwomendippedinbluepaint.
AndyWarholusedurine,right
fromthe(male)source.Rudy
Stingelusesmuseumvisitors,as
attestedbythefoilroominhis
currentshowattheWhitneyMu-
seum.

Still,atriptotheArmory,
whichisopenfrom10a.m.to6
p.m.daily,isworthwhile,partly
forthemajestyoftheempty
buildingitself.Butthescaleof
Mr.Young'seffortisstunning
andtheneontones,achieved
withoutneon,haveawonderful
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brightness.Visitorswhohap-
penedtobethereWednesday
sawMr.YoungdirectingWink
1100,aprofessionalstuntrider
andtheleadbiker,intouchingup
thework.Theadditionsmay
haveundercutthedramaand
randomnessoftheoriginal
event;acrudesignaturewas
evenadded("A.Y.'07").Butthe
workimproved,andwatching
Winkonhisownwasmoreexcit-
ingthanwatchingmorecyclists
zoominandoutofsmoke.The
workwasproducedbytheArt
ProductionFundwiththepatron-
ageofmorethanadozenprivate
collectors,foundationsandbusi-
nesses,includingTarget,forafi-
nalcostofaround$220,000.After
"GreetingCard"isdismantledon
Sundaynight,Mr.Youngwilldi-
videits288panelsintoindividual
paintingsranginginsizefroma
singlepaneltoasmanyas150.
Thesewillthenbeginasecond
lifeassaleableworksmeantto
hangonwalls.Perhapstheywill
buyMr.Youngenoughtimeto
figureoutamoreprofoundway
tomakepaintingsorotherkinds
ofart. ROBERTASMITH


