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Jottings,WritLarge,
OnaSoHoWall
Itstartedwithasimpledoodle,
thekindweallmakewhiletalk-
ingonthetelephoneorwatching
television.
ButforKarlHandel,a32-
year-oldartistinLosAngeles,
thesehaphazardscribbleswere
thebeginningofsomethingelse.
#Iwonderedwhatwouldhappen
wereItoblowoneofthemup
reallybig,"hesaidinatelephone
interviewfromhisstudio."That's
whenIrealizedtheywerethe
seedsoflargeabstractions."
SowhenDoreenRemenand
YvonneForceVillareal
foundersofthenonprofitArtPro-
ductionFund,whichpresentsart
aroundNewYork-approached
Mr.Handeltoseeifhewouldbe
interestedincreatingapublicart
projectinthecity,healreadyhad
theideaworkedoutinhishead.
"Wewerebothexcitedby
Karl'sworkbecauseitisaccessi
blevetlavered,"Ms.Remensaid.
WhatsheandMs.Villarealhadin
mind,shesaid,was"ahigh-im-
pact,low-budget"project,some-
thingthatwouldcostlessthan
$20,000.
Fortwomonthstheyscouted
possiblesites."Itwaschalleng-
ing,"Ms.Remensaid."Wewant-
edtofindaplacethatwoulddo-
nateawall,butithadtobethe
rightwall."
Bvthatshemeantasurfaceon
whichpainterscouldcreateMr.
Haendel's"Scribble"-ablack-
and-whitecompositionthatrises
severalstories-byhand.
Theyfinallysettledon441
BroadwayatHowardStreetin
SoHo,hometoawallthatispart
ofaprewarbuildingfacingan
emptylot.Thesiteisownedby
membersoftheLabozfamily,
Manhattandeveloperswhosup-
portcontemporaryart.Theyhad
alreadydonatedaspaceon
WoosterStreettotheArtProduc-
tionFundforitsAPFLab,which
presentsinstallationsandper-
formances.(Therestofthe
moneyforMr.Handel'sproject
•hascomefromotherprivatecol-
lectors.)
Manydecoratedbuildingsin
Manhattaninvolveeitherpre-
madevinylimagesappliedlike
wallpaperorspray-paintedgraf-
fitidesigns.But"thisisn'tgraffiti
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AdigitalrenderingofKarlHandel's"Scribble,"whichistobe
constructedlaterthismonthat441BroadwayinSoHo

-getoutacanofspraypaint,
markyourterritoryandgetaway
withit"Mr.Handelsaidofhis
project.Hewantedhisworkexe-
cutedbyold-schoolcraftsmen.
FromMav19to23ateamof
paintersfromColossalMedia,a
Brooklyncompanythatspecial-
izesinoutdooradvertisements
paintedonwalls,willbemaking
Mr.Haendel'sworktohisspecifi-
cations.
Thehandmadefeelingiscru-
cialtotheartwork,Mr.Handel
said.
"It'sgoofyandhumorousand
small,"heexplained."Butthis
kindofmarkmakingisasimple
gesturepeoplecanrelatetoona
basiclevel.Itdoesn'ttakeitself
soseriouslv."


