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What Is That Glowing Orb in Manhattan’s Meatpacking District?
by Rachel Tashjian

indeterminate shape, beginning this week. At night it lights up like an alien pod that’s just set down from a planet located in 
the artist James Turrell’s high-school locker.

Or maybe it’s a long hallway with many escape routes, an orb in rainbow-sherbet hues?

Or an infrared blob?

A psychedelic Stonehenge?

“We meant it to be almost a primordial structure, almost like a paint stroke or a cave, almost like stalactites, or a wooly 
Samuel Borkson, who 

created the piece with Arturo Sandoval III as part of their art collective, FriendsWithYou, recently told VF Daily.

The Light Cave Standard, High Line, and Art Production Fund. It is the pair’s 
most recent work in an oeuvre of public art that seeks to connect people through a sense of joy. Many viewers will no doubt 

late, such as Jeff Koons’s Split-Rocker, at Rockefeller Plaza, or Kara Walker’s A Subtlety.

The creators of Light Cave

“On a very physical level, once you’re inside of it, and when you’re being affected by the hues of it, I think it creates almost, 

BY ALYSSA RINGLER.



disarming. Both are burly and tower over almost everyone, but their size is somehow gentle, and in baggy T-shirts and pants, 
they look more like roommates on a late-night run to a Whole Foods than collaborators and friends of Pharrell.

Rainbow City, transformed a West Side lot into a Seussian theme park in 

Standing under Light Cave
wacky, colored glob resonates because it is so much fun. And that’s the point, though the pair have a higher sense of purpose.

Their work aims to provide spaces for people to connect beyond the typical excuses for gathering, such as sports, music, or 
school.

it’s kind of an escape, and you have those connections, but you don’t have, like, a residual deepening of yourself. You don’t 

Dance, though not the professional variety, brought the collaborators together. Both men were ravers in Miami who came 

When the cave is lit up at night, it does appear to gleam like a giant glow stick, with viewers united underneath its umbrella 
in a euphoric state of Instagramia. Under the hashtag #lightcave, visitors gush: “a living [sic] breathing monument pulsating 

“When you go into a church and people believe, they’re there and they have this pure connection, there’s this solidarity, you 

For the next month, at least, it might just be a glowing cave in the Meatpacking District.


